
266

year 1824; was educated at the same place; and commenced
his medical studies, in the year 1840, at the School of Medi-
cine adjoining St. George’s Hospital. His diligence in the
dissecting-room, and his regular attendance upon the lectures,
soon attracted the attention of his teachers, and secured for
him their esteem and friendship, which the unsparing hand of
death alone severed. In the Session 1842-43 he gained, in
honourable competition with his fellow-students, the prize for
Practical Anatomy, a prize of no little merit, as the contest is
carried on throughout the whole Session, as well as at the
final public examination. He also succeeded in obtaining,
during this session, the prize in Chemistry. In the summer
of 1844 he gained the prizes for Medical Jurisprudence and
Botany; and in October of that year he passed his first exa-
mination in medicine, at the University of London. In 1845
he passed, with much credit, his examination at the Royal
College of Surgeons of England; and was afterwards ap-
pointed Assistant Demonstrator of Anatomy at the School in
which he had been educated. As a Demonstrator his obser-
vations were perspicuously delivered; and the dissections to
illustrate them, prepared by his own hand, were the ad-
miration of all. About this time, Mr. Elliott directed his
attention to comparative anatomy, with the view of com-

peting for the studentship of the Royal College of Surgeons;
and so ardent was his desire to obtain a good knowledge of
this branch of study, that he robbed himself of much time
that should have been devoted to rest, frequently allowing
himself but two and three hours for sleep during the twenty-
four.
Few constitutions, however strong they may be, could long

withstand so much combined mental and bodily exertion.
The day of trial, however, arrived, and he succeeded in gain-.
ing a College prize-a copy of Professor Owen’s admirable
description of the Mylodon Robustos, in which was written
the following inscription :-

" Presented to Mr. John Alexander Elliott, of Old Bromp-
ton, Middlesex, by the Council of the Royal College of
Surgeons of England, on the 12th of February, 1846, in con-
sideration of the merit of his dissections, as competitor for
the appointment of Student in Human and Comparative
Anatomy to the College. 

’

(Signed) EDWARD STANLEY,
Chairman of the Museum Committee.

This prize, however gratifying to himself and friends, was
gained at the cost of his life; for, what with his anxiety, his
severe study, his deprivation of rest, and his constant dis-
section of the lower animals, which he preserved in spirit, in
order that he might dissect them more minutely, his frame
had sustained a shock which no art of medicine could subdue.
Symptoms of tubercular phthisis manifested themselves; he
was obliged to resign his appointment of Demonstrator; and
he applied his energies to the treatment of the patients under
the care of his brother, Mr. Cyrus Elliott, of Cowper House,
with whom he resided-a class of diseases to which he had
always paid much attention, and in the curative treatment of
which he was very successful. At the commencement of the
present spring, his malady made such rapid progress, that,
under the advice of his medical friends, he retired to the Isle
of Wight; the disease continued its devastating course, and
he again returned to his home. He was aware of the nature
of his complaint, although he often hoped he might be spared.
He daily received the visits of his kind friend, the Rev. Mr.
Badger, and conversed in so calm and resigned a manner, as
to convince all that if he was anxious to live, still he could
meet his early fate as a Christian should. His death occurred
on the 12th of August, in the twenty-fourth year of his age:
he was interred in the Brompton Cemetery; and was followed
to the grave by many of his lecturers, his fellow-students, and
medical friends, who, of one accord, met in the Cemetery
Chapel, to pay this last and sad mark of respect to one who,
by his talents, his zeal in the pursuit of medical knowledge,
and his upright conduct, had gained the attachment of all.

Correspondence.
DEGRADATION OF THE PROFESSION.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;It may be now somewhere about three and thirty

years since I became a student of the late Joshua Brookes,
and with whom I resided, as a private pupil, about three
years. I was subsequently a dresser, under Sir Charles Bell,
and attended all the lectures at the University of "Auld

Reekie," when Dr. Gregory and other eminent men were
. in full feather there, and whose names are illustrious on the
roll of science. My first onslaught in practice was made as
an assistant to a surgeon of the old school, residing in the Isle
of Ely, and whose son has subsequently made himself re-
nowned as the " Hero of Aliwal!"
During my novitiate, I had formed a high estimate of the

value of medical and surgical skill (honourably and faithfullv
pursued) conferred on suffering humanity, for, though the
commencement of anatomical remarks was painfully un.
pleasant, yet as the wonders of the organization of man came
to be unfolded under the scalpel, all this unpleasantness

ceased, and the pursuit became profoundly interesting. I
give this slight preamble, because I cannot help looking back
to "auld lang syne," and when the stream of honourable
ambition and success was open, and compare it with what was
and what is. Look at the present degraded state of the
medical profession, and how different is the scene of real
practice to the ideal and couleur de rose loveliness of
science ! Why, the primary ingredient is, " booing" in the
Sir Pertinax Macsycophaut style, and the secondary ca priori
knowledge of the capacity of the patient’s stomach for pink
draughts and powders, and thinking whether the "siller" will
be forthcoming to pay for them.
Here, then, the ideal fades before the practice of the

apothecary’s business, (I cannot say skill,) and we have,
"usque ad nauseam," the Medical Institute standing forth in
its true colours, for, beyond dispute, the practice of two-thirds
of the Council is that I describe under the soubriquet of the
"pink draught system"-a system degrading to scientific pur.
suits, and the best friend the quack has, whether he be Hollo.
way or Parr, homceopathist, hydropathist, or mesmerist.
Why do they oppose the Medical Registration Bill ? Solely
because it simplifies and will advance the true interests of
the profession, when made the law of the land. Rows of
draughts, powders, lotions, and potions, (enough to turn the
stomach of an ostrich,) will fade beneath its rule, as the snow
fades before the sunbeam, after a severe frost. To them it
may be biting, but to the true follower of his profession it will
be genial and blessed, and gradually raise a profession into its
real position, and which these men would sink in the Slough
of Despond." Nothing has tended so much to lower the
status of it more than that I have designated the "pink
draught system," and the sooner it is sent to Davy Jones’s
locker the better, when I shall say, with the motto on the
heraldic hatchments, "Requiescat in pace."

Yours faithfully,
Twickenham, August, 1847. ADELPHOS.

BREACH OF PROFESSIONAL ETIQUETTE.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;On Tuesday evening, the 17th inst., Mr. F-- called
to consult me about his wife, at the same time stating that
Mrs. F-- was under the care of Dr. Harper, a.general prac
titioner. I declined interfering, until informed that Dr.
Harper had wished Mrs. F to consult some other practi-
tioner. I then saw the patient, and after a very slight exa.
mination was satisfied, that if the case was curable, the knife
was the only remedy.
Having intimated the same, Mrs. F-- immediately wished

me to perform the operation, when I replied, that such a pro-
cedure would not be proper on my part, but that I should be
most happy to meet Dr. Harper, and if requisite, to assist him.

Mrs. F- replied, " Well, Sir, you know best." She then

requested me to consult with Dr. Harper, and make arrange-
ments, though still wishing me to operate.

I called on Dr. Harper: it is needless to repeat his state-
ment of treatment which had been adopted; suffice it to say.
it was agreed that he should see Mrs. F-, and then in-
form me of the result.
On Friday, the 20th inst., a friend informed me that the

operation had been performed on Wednesday morning, which.
however, required completing next day.

I really could not think Dr. Harper could have been guilty
of conduct so disgraceful to himself as a man, and so dis-
honourable as a physician. I therefore wrote him the follow-
ing note, I believe verbatim:

" SR,&mdash;I have just been informed that you have performed
an operation on Mrs. F I shall be obliged if you will
inform me whether such is the case, and if so, on wha:

grounds you have thought proper to treat me with such dis.
courtesy.-I remain, Sir, yours obediently,

" W. D. EMMETT, Surgeon."
But no explanation of his conduct could be given.


